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A Research on the Appllcatlon of the Oral

Module for Thai Students Program m Chu

Abstract

The objective of this study was to apply the st
of oral-Chinese based on situational module for the
Rajabhat University.

In the study procedures, researcher firstly
methodology of Pei Pei English. Secondly, the res:
teaching methodology of oral-Chinese based on si
methodology of Pei Pei Engish, which described pr¢
strategic development features, strategic developmen
Thirdly, the researcher applied the strategic developme
on situational module then analyzed the results of Pre-1

The instruments utilized in this study were

Chmese Strategy Based on Sltuatlonal
nese at Lampang Rajabhat Umver3|ty

Ma Tao
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aminedeTeigaithe

rategic development of the teaching methodology

Thai students program in Chinese of Lampang

explained strategic development of teaching
sarcher explained the strategic development of
tuational module which adjusted from teaching
bblematic concerns, given issues, strategic ends,
t experiments and other related fields of study.
nt of teaching methodology of oral-Chinese based
est and Post-test scores.

teaching and learning manuals, tests and score

sheets. Raw data, logical aspect, statistical values, mean, standard deviation, percentage and t-test were

analyzed in the research.
The results of this research were:
1. A development strategy that teach oral-

students.

2. The strategy that could increase interest

offer opportunity of practicing oral-Chinese for Thai stu

3. The strategy that could increase the skill

Key word : the teaching methodology of oral-Chinese

Chinese based on situational module for the Thai

of learning Chinese for Thai students and could

dents in classroom.

of speaking Chinese for Thai students efficiently.

situational module
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AN WEAR (Quality of Life) wanefly mMIiEiniiR (Good life) MaRFiafiRianavanawieiuiunts
ﬁﬁ’mﬁﬁqmmwga entegodt, 2003) avdmsaunditlan (WHO) ‘lﬁ“lﬁﬁﬂﬁi"lﬁ’mﬂ'nmmqmmwﬁﬁm (Quality of Life:
QoL) Tumsseguiiatin Tusswind) 191971902 amidanieiadesiislumsingunmisalih “quawiia
eRIUNTUUIATY uﬁmlmuﬂﬁaﬁﬁﬁia%“m'lun‘%ummi‘wuﬁﬁuLLa:'i::uumaamﬂﬁﬂmﬁhTﬂmzﬁuﬁuf’uﬁ'mﬂ'mmﬂ
(goals) AMNAIAVN (expectation) A3 (standard) HAZANNATENIN (concern) Tmﬂumﬁmnmnmmmwmm
mmmmmnumm NNNBTBIYAAR m".nwmqmmwamm’mu‘fluamumwﬁ‘uwuﬁmaﬁ’mumwvﬁad'zumﬂa
mezifuwuﬁmwnuﬁommaau" (Hagerty , MR, et al. 2001) 9nendinrraeasgunmdinesaciioulfiiutiogummdin
fuamsfonasiiuluBodnds (subjective) uuFumassinusssy fornuazAoundon uuﬂami’amcumwﬂ'm‘lmwm
mea'ﬁmmoﬂn'm '1\1ammwmn gunwinanufiawelaludin amznensuad mam'lmfluaﬂm memmum's
fsaniidudousnietu fAa umﬂd[ummmmmwmmwLnﬂ'maonmm’m'mmc-\ (perceive) maauﬂﬂamnmmo
nuuuuaomﬂmmF ua.,m'mﬂ'mmﬂwﬁamanmﬂTuwmm Shackman URZAME (2005) ‘lﬂna’nmmmmwmmﬁ

aunwiinla v ﬂmminuﬂaummammmnLwr.waﬂmmw,muu um.,maaﬂsvnau‘lﬂﬁ'zﬂmiuqmmwwvm
ummmmsn’lum ﬂﬂamoﬂ‘s‘mmsﬂmwummmnﬂﬁ’nmﬂs mslisumspeniulusoan anufnitlésuenusn
mnqﬂﬂaau MIUs1AINAMINNGD uazanNianiela (Judy

msssidiu mmwmmla\‘iaaﬂmsau'mﬂTangnwmmmummnwmmﬂumaomﬂmsauwtﬂan’lu 30 Uszna
walan ievhmsd tmnaoﬂmmw‘mmvummsnﬂsv'l«u‘lmnuwnmmuﬁsw (WHO, 1996) peAnsaursiolanldly
adianaeaer1n “qunmidn” 1 u"f’lul,l,u'm'nuﬂmmmqﬂﬂammnnﬁqm’lumﬂwmammuﬁﬁu iuuuﬁaﬂumﬂﬁa
2dbeg uazanwaNRussEr Il mIng anumande uaznnIgIuTBIYARa Fafuuanudanannasluidas
ravpunEinfidfusiugeawme gurwiseudiiusludons uasaradiiusiugnwinadan Seesdnaeuniy
TanlgWnmnuuyssy muLﬁaTﬁi’m:ﬁ’waaqmmw%%m‘[mﬂﬁ"aaguuﬁuﬁﬂumaaﬁﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂmmﬁ'\mma (Liang et.al., 2005;
Ducinskiene et.al., 2003) mnwﬁ’nmszﬁﬁ’nﬂumaﬁ’mmm‘%aeﬁaﬂizLﬁuqmmwﬁf‘mmaamﬁn'ﬁau’lai'ﬂ‘[an vhiviosdng
awndflanléiannupssfiugunmwdiniiussneuludon 4 sevism 24 yuwes Famsedl 1

A19197 1 FaULINTEIAUAWEIA (WHOQOL-BREF Domains)

WaULER (Domain) ynunv (Facets incorporated within domains)
1. Sugnwn . anaiduthauazawlalsue (Pain and discomfort)
(Physical Health) . maldlduaemssne (Dependence on medicine or treatment)
. AunTeRndaiunazanumilon (Energy and fatigue)
. m3iaiaulna (Mobility)
. NMIUBULATNIIWNNDY (Sleep and rest)
. fianysnluBiniszdriu (Activities of daily living)
. AMNEWNIOUMSYINTU (Working capacity)

N O OB W NN =

B é’enumﬂ
TR




P8ULIA (Domain) 39 (Facets incorpow'ated within domains)

2. fiuganwin 1. Aanwiinnewan (Positive feéling)

(Psychological Domain) 2. ﬁ'amr‘is'aTuﬁoﬁ’néﬁm% AEUN l,l,a::m’mvﬂﬂd'mqaﬂa (Spirituality, religion and
personal beliefs) ’

. ANNAR N13SBuianud1 uagaNnS (Thinking, leaming, memory and concentration)

. ;a‘.ih"m anwaen1auan (Body image and appearance)

. anuRewalaluauies (Self-satisfaction)

. ANUANIMIRY (Negative feeling)

. Anaduiudsuyaaa (Personal relationship)

. NAINTIUNNINA (Sexual activity)

. m3sfusyuanngafiau (Friends’ support)

3. UFIAN

(Social Domain)
4, Mufsnnas . AMNAUAY Uaands nenenw (Physical safety and security)
(Environmental Domain) 2. R9UIARDNFIUNBAT (Physical environments)
. N9WY (Financial resources)

.Iamaﬁ%‘lﬁ%'uﬁﬂgal,l,a:ﬁme}zlmiﬂ (Opportunities for new information and skills)

A B W N = W N =2 0 00~ W

) mﬂﬁ%’nm‘sﬂﬁfum{uLta:msﬁF'Jui"m'[uﬁan'ﬁuﬁfuwmmi (Participation and support
of leisure activities)
6. amWLnﬂé’awﬂmﬁay;mﬁﬂ (Home environment)
7. n%m’im\‘lqwmw (Health and social care: availability and quality)
8. NMIANUIAY (Transportation)
flan : sedmseunsielan (WHO, 1996)
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Abstract: ThiJ study reflects the grassroots lived experience of Mon women at the Thai-Burma border at Thai

westernmost pr

Thai citizenshif

border. Practi

ovince of Kanchanaburi. These women have been labeled as marginal people because of their lack of

). The main focus of this study was the construction of identity by Mon women at the Thai-Burma

lly, their stories have not been a crucial part in the history of the Mon mainstream, accordingly, the

Mon women l]ve been marginalized from the political scenario. Meanwhile, these women have passed on the false

social consciousness from one generation to the next that politics was a male task. Actually, Mon women have

created their olvn tactics of informal struggle outside of the formal political scenario. However, their struggles have

more or less affected the politics of identity in the Mon community as a whole.

My fieldwork

province. In or¢

found from this

Most Mons fro

who migrated tg

has been in Wangka Village, the Mon sanctuary on the Thai-Burma border in Kanchanaburi
der to reflect the circumstances faced. by the Mon migrants from their perspectives. What | have

particular site so far will be reflected as in the followings.

m Sangkhlaburi lack the right to Thai citizenship even though they were born there to Mon parents

Thailand after 1948 and have made a home in Thailand. The deprivation of rights has had a
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variety of impacts on those people. Several thousand Mons

issued “pink cards,” whereas immigrants arriving in Thail

3 According to the Thai Immigration Law, h
classified into 19 groups with 19 different colored car

(1) People in the Hilly Areas (Highlands) (ligh
granted Thai citizenship by changing their nationality.

(2) KMT(Koumintang) Veterans (white cards);

specified a particular location of their permanent resi
whereas the 2 and 3 generations are granted Thai cit
(3) The non-military, Haw Chinese Migran
documents specifying their permanent residence, and thy
Thailand are granted Thai citizenship.
(4) The Independent Haw Chinese (white card
granted documents specifying their permanent resideng
and the 3™ generations who were born here in Thailan

m Burma who arrived in Thailand before 1976 were

d after 1976 were issued *“orange cards.” 3

ghlanders and displaced ethnic minority groups are
as can be further clarified.
blue card) holding non-Thai national ID cards and

the 1st generation has been offered documents that
ence and allowed them to change their nationality,
izenship.

ts (yellow card): the 1st generation are granted
e 2" and the 3" generations who were born here in

with an orange frame): the 1st generation are
e, and the 2
d are granted Thai citizenship.

(5) Displaced Burmese Persons (pink card): the 1st generation are granted documents specifying

their permanent residence, and the 2™ and the 3™
Thai citizenship.

(6) Ilegal Entrants from Burma who ¢
permanent residence) (orange card) are allowed to exte!
have been granted permission to work.

jnerations who were born in Thailand are granted

e into the country after March 6, 1976 (having

nd their temporary stay with unlimited duration and

(7) Ilegal Entrants from Burma who came into the country after March 6, 1976 (staying with

employers) (purple card) are allowed to extend their ten
granted permission to work.

(8) Vietnamese Migrants (white card with a nav,
documents specifying their permanent residence, and {
in Thailand are granted Thai citizenship.

nporary stay with unlimited duration and have been

y blue frame): the lsf generation are granted
the 2"%and the 3" generations who were born here

(9) Laotian Migrants (light blue card): there is still no Cabinet Resolution to grant them any type of

status yet.

(10) Nepalese Migrants (green card): the 1st generation are granted documents specifying their

permanent residence, and the 2™ and the 3 generatio
citizenship.

who were born here in Thailand are granted Thai

(11) Malayo-Chinese, Communist Veterans (green card): the 1st generation are granted documents

specifying their permanent residence, and the 2"and
are granted Thai citizenship.

(12) Tai-Lue (orange card): the 1st generation a
residence, and the 2" and the 3 generations who w
citizenship.

(13) Phi Tong Luang (light blue card): these if
dangdoem) , have been endorsed to be Thai nationals a

e 3" generations who were born here in Thailand

¢ granted documents specifying their permanent
re born here in Thailand are granted Thai

digenous people, the original inhabitants(khon tai
cording to the regulations.

(14) Migrants from Ko Kong, Cambodia (green card) who were born to Thai parents and came into
the country prior to November 15, 1977: the lst generation are granted documents specifying their

permanent residence, and the 2" and the 3™ generati
citizenship.

(15) Migrants from Ko Kong, Cambodia (gre

into Thailand after November 15, 1977 have not yet be

(16) Illegal Entrants from Cambodia (white card

available to grant them any type of status yet.

ns who were born here in Thailand are granted Thai

en card) who were born to Thai parents and came

en granted any type of status by Cabinet Resolution.

with a red frame): there is no Cabinet Resolution

(17) Displaced Burmese Persons who were born to Thai parents and came into Thailand prior to

March 9, 1976 (yellow card with a navy blue frame):

he 1* generation are granted documents specifying

their permanent residence, and the 2" and the 3™ generations who were born here in Thailand are granted

Thai citizenship.




(18) Displaced Burmese Persons who were born to Thai parents and entered Thailand after March
9, 1976 (yellow card with a navy blue frame) are allowed to extend their temporary stay with unlimited
duration and have been granted permission to work.

(19) Communities in the Highlands (green card with a red frame): the 1% generation who migrated
into Thailand arg

granted documents specifying their permanent residence. (Kritaya Archavanitkul (2005),
Chon khum-noi tj dai rab sa-tha-na hai yu a-sai nai prathet thai). (Mimeographed).




Both identification cards allowed them to stay indefinitely and to work in the border provinces but nowhere else. If
they need to leave their settlement, they must ask permission from district officials. They are not able to look for a
job in any other areas except as specified on their cards. They lack official documents such as ID cards or house
registration documents when applying for a job or for ﬁLrthering their education. Moreover, some of them are
discriminated against by Thai local officials when they are required to renew their cards every year. Officials may

demand to see their cards at any time (Cholthira, Paphatsaun and others 2004: 459; Sunthorn 2000: 208).

However, since 2004 a number of the pink card holders have been allowed to apply for Thai citizenship with the
local administrator known as the phuyaiban. About 3,000 people applied and submitted relevant documents. Some -
are not eligible to apply for this status because they were born in Burma, but their offspring born in Thailand are.
Some parents felt that their status did not matter so long as their children could become Thai citizens with full

right.4

4 Interview with the Mons at the fieldsite at Wangka Village, August 5, 2004.




The Mon children

primary and secon

language used as a

generation of Mon

However, from my

are from well to do

of Wangka Village attend 2 locally-run pre-school and a three-in-one, state-run kindergarten,

dary school which are located within a short walking distance from the village center. The

medium of instruction in all Thai schools is exclusively Standard or Central Thai so the young

people is facing cultural assimilation into the Thai mainstream.

informal interviews with some of the new generation of Mon descendants in Sangkhlaburi who

families, I found that they lacked motivation to further their education after finishing Mattayom

6 since it is impossible for them to get legal jobs after graduation. They could only be hired as illegal migrant

workers in sweatshop industries located in suburban areas of Bangkok and in other parts of the country due to their

status as non-Thai ¢

Nevertheless since

hold pink cards to

sitizens.

2005, there is a positive outlook that the Thai government has allowed the Mon workers who

work in Kanchanaburi Province, Bangkok or even any other provinces in the country on the

condition that they have to report to the Sangkhlaburi district officers at the end of every 3 months.

Practically, the M

n descendants at Sangkhlaburi have encountered various barriers due to their lack of Thai

citizenship. 5 Consrcquently, the Thai government has provided the new Mon generation with a chance to apply for

Thai citizenship sin

Mon-ness by being

Village when some

ice they were born in Thailand. Meanwhile, these immigrants are on the brink of losing their
gradually assimilated into the Thai mainstream. However, there has been a new trend in Wangka

well-to-do Mons opt to migrate further and settle down in the neutral countries like Australia or

the U.S. in stead of

Twaiting for the result of their applications for Thai citizenship.

5 From|my personal contact with one of the female hua na khum ( a leader of an informally
divided group of houses located in the same neighborhood), Aranya Sakunwong about 2,000 of the Mon

villagers who wex;ﬁ

Thai citizenship
Sangkhlaburi for

Consequently, in I
rights by the Min

born here on the Thai soil but to the Burmese displaced persons have applied for the
hereas about 600 of their parents who were born in Burma and migrated to live in
about 10-30 years ago have applied for the non-Thai citizenship(khon tangdao).
December 2005, ones who have applied for the Thai citizenship have been granted their
istry of Interior, General Khongsak Wantana. Now they are in the process of applying for

Thai ID. cards (Matichon rai-wan, January 3, 2549(2006); Informal conversation with Aranya Sakunwong,

February 12, 2006

).




¥ Statuses and Roles of Mon Women: Past and Pr
levels of kinship, including a family, a clan, a village and groups of villages via the patriarchal lineage of successi

However, family members sharing significant part in the commencement of the ritual and the performance relatet
the worshipping of the house spirits turn out to be women. This may reflect the remnants in which women w
granted relatively high status or it may be the division of|labor. Since, according to Mon traditional beliefs, n
are assigned with significant roles in Theravada Buddhist monastic order (sangha) when they become ordained
Buddhist monks, often temporarily whereas women arg denied access to that order. (Cholthira, Paphatsaun ¢

others 2001: 280).

Consequently, aithough Mon women do not have their direct roles in the Theravada Buddhist order, they :

active patrons of Buddhism, for example, when a young man would like to be ordained to become a novice o

monk in the serenity realm of Buddhism they can support him with stipend or gifts until he is able to fulfill |

wish, as can be referred back to one particular event otj]ueen Shinsawbu 6 (1453-1472) (Phwa Jaw/ Pwazaw,
|

Mon, Bannya Thaw or Mi Chao Bu) of Pegu, who sojight to acquire merit through giving patronage to Ki

Dammazedi 7 since he was still a novice until he e a revered Buddhist monk. Furthermore, she al

acquired merit through gifts to Buddhist institutions and in so doing, the Queen declared that

6 Queen Shinsawbu ( in Mon , Bannya Thaw or Mi Chao Bu) was King Rajadthiraj* s daughter
She came to the throne in 1453 . She was able to build up good harmony between the rival kingdoms. She
is remembered for “the good —natured of her reign”, for her renovation of the Swhedagon Pagoda and for
building a number of important monasteries (South2003:72).

7 He was a monk chosen for the succession by the Queen so he was made to leave the
monastery and marry her daughter. He became the best Buddhist king and was famous for his wisdom.Tt
collections of his rulings called Dammazedi pyatton | still exist. ( Hall 1981: 181).




(W)henever I am born, I wish to be fully equipped with dana, precepts, faith, wisdom, nobility, which are
virtues, |and not know a bit of misery. At the end, having enjoyed bliss as man [sicland nat [spirit] ,
I ' wish the state of arahantship which is noble, having internalized the doctrine of release and the tranquil
and serene peace of nibbana [release from cycle of transmigration]. Thus I donate these lands, gardens,
kywan (bondsmen) ,cows, and properties. All of these endowed properties are bona fide, none will have cause

for argument later ( Ramusack and Sievers1998; 81).

From the above passage, it may be implied that Queen Shinsawbu “seemed to accept a hierarchy or rebirths from
woman to man fo spirit on the way to arahantship or buddhahood...”(Ibid.:82).This in some parts coincides with

what Edwards and Rorces (2000:268-69)quote Spiro and Khin Myo Chit in their work,

Women allegedly prayed to be reborn in a future life as men and the birth of a son was regarded as a great

privilege. Nonetheless, the birth of a daughter was also welcomed because it was recognized by both

parents that a daughter would remain closer to her parents in later life.

Apart from giving patronage to Buddhist order, Queen Shinsawbu also exercised her political power in the Mon
state of Pegu by the application of wise strategic policies in ruling her kingdom until her homeland flourished and
eventually became peaceful, calm and prosperous under the reign of this brilliant, charismatic and devoting female
ruler. And she is “among the few women to have reigned the major pre-colonial politics of Southeast Asia” (South

2003: 72).

Anthony Reid (1988: 640) has noticed that between 1400 and 1600 * there is a remarkable tendency for just those
states participating most fully in the expanding commerce of the region to be governed by women.” Examples cited
are those of Queen Shinsawbu * in Burma to Pattani on the east coast of the Malay peninsular where the rule of

women coincided with the era when that port was a major entrepot for the China trade. * The tip of these successful
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female rulers are caused by their knowledge of market conditions and their potentials in both skillful bargaining and

maintaining their capital or resources (Ramusack and Sievers

998:87; South 2003: 72).

Nonetheless, little is known about the conditions of most grassroots women in the era of the 11" -13"% . “There is

some indication that Burmese women were active in agriculture, in the spinning of yarn and the weaving of cloth,

and in trade. They were particularly identified with the trade of items associated with the production of betel, such as

jeweled bete! containers” (Ramusack and Sievers 1998:81-82)

Economic activities of those Mon women are in accord with what the researcher found when interviewing one key

informant 8 who is Mon by birth. He reflected “At present, Mon women in Mon State 9 are still active in

supporting the economic stability of their families, either by ¢

ngaging themselves in cloth weaving or selling small

articles , such as home-grown vegetables , food and the like in|local markets.”

This claim is still true for the women in the Mon community at Sangkhlaburi, who engage themselves in a variety of

jobs and activities available for the well-being of their family| members who struggle from hands to mouths because

of limited resources at the community. There is no land for Mon people to farm there since they do not hold Thai

citizenship. From the researcher’s observation at the fieldsite}

90% of food vendors and shopkeepers in Wat Wang

market is women whereas the men are hired to serve as|day labor in the construction sites located in the

neighborhoods nearby.

Moreover, Mon women who are housewives have not only supported their families in terms of sufﬁciency

economy but also taken care of every member of her family with many roles, namely as dutiful daughters,

responsible wives and loving mothers. Since in this community there are many extended families who stay under

8 Sunthorn Sripangern, Mon Unity League(MUL), interviewed on 12 November, 2002.
9 Administrative divisions in Myanmar consist of 7 divisions: Ayeyarwady, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Sagaing, Taninthayi and Yangonand 7 state%: Chin State, Kachin State, Kayah State, Mon

State, Rakhine State and Shan State. Ethnic groups consi
Karen 7%, Rakhine 4%, Chinese 3%, Mon 2%, Indian 29

t of The Union of Myanmar 68%, Shan 9%,
%, and other 5%.
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the same roof. This is somewhat a big burden for the Mon women at a border village like Wanga whereas the access
to public welfare and education is specifically limited because legally they are not Thai citizens. What is provided

for them has been| treated as basic humanitarian causes.

‘Mon Women an‘g th% Maintenance of Mon-ness

I have started to conduct my fieldwork in April 2003 during Songkran festival to get the overall picture of this
Mon community and to get acquainted with some key informants both female and male alike. Then I visited this
field site again and again. Each time I was there, I was appreciated with the simple way of life of the Mon people. It
is the life that is centered around the teaching of the Lord Buddha. Early in the momning, elderly people (from the

author’ s observation most of them are women) offer food to the monks and then go back home to pray in front of

the Buddha image housed in the altar which is specially designed and adorned magnificently. This altar can be seen

externally attached to every Mon’s house. Again, in the evening elderly women engaged themselves in flower
arrangement which will be used as a token when praying in front of the Buddha image at home. Also, from my

observation in a nyclear family consisting of a husband and his wife with small children, it is the duty of the wife to

pray in front of the altar at home with her children late in the evening.

Apart from being the pious Buddhists, Mon people at Wangka are also assiduous observances of paying respect to
the house spirit or “kalok.” That is to say, they not only set up one altar to house the Buddha image at home, but
also the other for the house spirit. The offspring pays homage to their house spirit twice a year, once after the end
of the Buddhist Lent and again after Songkran festival. Two kinds of “kalok” worshippers can be observed there,
namely the cocon%t tradition and the bamboo-cane one. For the bamboo-cane tradition, the worshippers have to
keep sprigs of particular leaves in the six bamboo canes and pour some water in to keep those sprigs fresh at all
time. Those of the lcoconut tradition keep one coconut with its small sprig adorned with red and white cloth hung
on the south-eastern pole of their house which is treated as the main pole. There is an incest taboo that the couples

who worship the same house spirit must not marry to one another. Also, sexual relations outside the wed-lock are
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not accepted since these may lead to the degradation of the| house spirit who might be furious and could cause
sickness or calamity to other family members. And then they will have to apologize to their house spirit by means of
the ritual called “kalok dance.” Traditionally, the kalok follows only the male line or the son, and when the
daughters marry each of them become attached to the kalok of her husband ’s family.

Furthermore, there is one shrine for the guardian spirit of the \village which is located in the same spot as the local
graveyard and the villagers will gather to pay respect and present offerings to the guardian spirit once a year after

Songkran festival.

However, Mon people at Wangka village pay homage to the fpirits of their ancestors who are long dead as well as
the spirit of the guardian but also to elderly relatives who still live with and attended to by their extended families in
the neighborhood. Traditionally, they show their respect to their senior relatives three times each year, first during
Songkran festival, next before the start of the Buddhist Lent aLd third at the end of the Buddhist Lent. Normally,
the young will offer the old some gifts in the forms of new clothes or items needed in daily life like sugar, milk,
coffee, tea, some cookies, a bar of soap, a tube of toothpasie, a roll of tissue paper and even cash. What will be

given to them in return is the benevolent blessing from their senior relatives and the joy of giving.

From my observation, in order to retain their Mon-ness, Mon|language is still spoken at home, in the neighborhood,

at the market place and in the monastery. The people in this community have even considered teaching Mon in
schools as local curriculum in the hope that their children read and write in their first language since they are
well aware that in the long run the new generation of Mon peaple will be gradually assimilated into the Thai society

and give up speaking Mon permanently like what is happening in many old Mon communities in Thailand nowadays.

Moreover, dress worn by the Mons in Wangka is the typical Mon dress which Robert Halliday(1999) mentioned
that they are quite indistinguishable from the Burmese. The men wear saluing and cover the upper part of the body
with a shirt or a t-shirt for everyday use but for formal occasion men wear red checkered saluing to match a short

white jacket with red checkers on it.




A, °0

The ganin is wom by the women. There is a long-sleeve blouse to complete the costumes. For special occasions
women will wear cotton or silk scarf over the shoulders. They also have formal costume for special occasion
consisting of red ganin and long-sleeve white blouses. When going to make merit at the monastery, elderly woman
usually dress themselves in brown ganin and white cotton blouse with brown scarf over the shoulders to match.
One spectacular display for the outsiders to observe during religious festivals is the way young Mon women bear
burdens on the head and walk to the monastery in order to offer food to the monks and cater for their parents and
senior relatives who stay overnight at the pavilion for laypersons in the monastery to do the meditation and pray

together with other merit makers of their ages.

From what has been mentioned so far it is obvious that Mon people in Wangka village are still strong in the
maintenance of their ethnic identity especially the overt signals or signs like dress, language, house-form, or life-
style as well as the basic value orientation which can be referred to as the standards of morality and excellence by

which every member of the community is evaluated (Barth 1998: 14).

Identity Construction of Mon Women
o, i

From feminist ethnographical approach and participatory field investigations, the following conclusions have been

drawn. The process of identity construction involved interactions in various situations in everyday life in the
different contexts of the marginalized diasporic Mon community at the Thai-Burma border, including economics,
politics, education, and mass media. Being situated at the margin, led the Mon women to apply various tactics to
find a proper space for themselves and their family members. This allowed them to live with dignity in a competitive

multi-ethnic society and to gain access to limited resources and rights. Accordingly, those who were able to maintain

their Mon-ness successfully and completely were mostly senior Mon women of the first generation who migrated to

Thailand more than 50 years ago. However, their second generation who were born in Burma and accompanied their
families to reside at Wangka village, Sangkhlaburi district at the Thai-Burma border were more assimilated due to
Thai political mechanisms and the educational system as well as to the mass media and interactions with peoples

from various ethnic backgrounds in their everyday life. Thus, their identities were loosely formed between the two
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poles of Mon-ness and Thai-ness. Still, they have tried their best to maintain their Mon traditional heritage and
created cultural reproduction. One reason for revitalizing ancient traditions was to promote tourism. The third
generation of Mon women was expected by their families, as well as their community, to preserve their Mon-ness.
However, education, careers and marriage choices have become the external factors that have caused them to
distinguish themselves from the community of their origin and adapt themselves to the new environment in their
daily life. Thus, their Mon-ness has been dominated by their Thai-ness until there is a saying frequently uttered in

the Mon community, "Being Mon by flesh and blood, but being Thai by heart.”

Conclusion

ke s b

From what has been exemplified of Mon women above, both elite and grassroots alike, it can be concluded that their
roles, statuses and power within both spheres, namély private and public ones were significantly accepted by the
people of their time and expanding through time though little evidence has been found of ordinary women who
were daughters, mothers, grandmothers, or great grandmothers. Nonetheless, their roles have come but second to

those of the fathers or men and been dominated by those of the heroes except for those of the two renown

heroines/queens of Mon ethnicity mentioned earlier. In the feminists® point of view, history has been written solely
by men and men have become the sole actors with distinctive roles in every scenario of public sphere whether they
be in the arenas of politics, economics or society whereas the unsung heroines are identified by their relationships

with their men — as mothers, wives or daughters (Miles 1999: 11-16).
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