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Abstract

According to economic and industrial development policies
since 1957, Thailand was modernized as an industrial country. As
a result, the expansion of cities and urban areas led to golden
opportunities both for career and education. There also was an
emergence of middle class people. Such people lived in urban
areas and accustomed to modern life and American culture, which
flowed into Thai society since arriving of America’s military bases
in 1960s. Predictably, during 1950s-1970s, Thai experienced the
great transformation which effected their mentality and relation-

ship between people and people.

One of these changes was men’s perception toward
women. It clearly reflected in magazines. This research found that
the widespread of magazine for men was not only for sex stories
and nude pictures but it also showed what men thought about
women in the age of transition. Many articles about women’s lives
and love lives, how the world had changed and articles about sex
in term of academic were the most popular topics among man
readers and writers. From men’s perspectives, women in the late
1970s-1980s remarkably changed from typical women in the past.
They worked as an officer in industrial and service sectors, tourism
and private sectors and they had different lives which related with
various types and groups of people. Thus, most men realized that
learning and understanding about modern women and also how
to manage sex and love smoothly were a crucial task in order to
develop a relationship with a woman. Moreover, articles about sex

translated from western journals and magazines especially from
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the U.S. conformed to getting high education and modern value
among Thai middle class. These articles chiefly formed the new
perception about sex and relationship between men and women
in Thai society. It was, indeed, how to fulfill women and men’s
desire based on medical knowledge. In conclusion, not only for sex
purposes and nude pictures, reading magazines for men is an
important reflection of social history in modern Thailand from the
late 1970s-1980s.

Keywords  Thai society, Magazines for men, Sex, Social History
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