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Chinese Slang Word Formation Strategies and Factors

Causing Chinese Slang Words in Social Media
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Abstract
This research aimed to study the strategies used to form Chinese slang words and to
analyze the factors that resulted in Chinese slang words in social media. The sample group used
in the study was Chinese slang words in social media from 2014 - 2019 The sample consisted of

the most common words found according to statistics on the website “Encyclopedia of Chinese
Slang (FATE A EDH > and. One hundred and twenty words were collected in total using

purposive sampling method. Data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, and a
descriptive analysis. The findings indicated that there were 6 strategies used to form Chinese slang
words: first, the most common new word formation found at 45.83%; followed by the word
cutting or abbreviation revealed at 16.66%; third, homophones shown at 12.50%; fourth, use of
numbers found at 10.83%; fifth, the use of abbreviations from Chinese phonetic characters (Pinyin)
indicated at 7.50%; and sixth, foreign language borrowing found at 6.66% respectively. As analyzed
the factors that caused Chinese slang words in social media, there were 5 factors: (1) dialect
influence (2) foreign language influence (3) new word formation (4) the desire to convey some
special meanings and (5) the need for speed in communication. The aforementioned research
results can be used as information or content for those who are interested to study or use it for

teaching Chinese slang in social media.

Keywords: Chinese Slang Word Formation Strategies, Factors Causing Chinese Slang Words,
Social Media
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