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The Geographical Nature, Local History and
Socio-Cultural Aspects : Reflection from
Toponyms of Village Names in Lampang
Province

Assistant Professor Olan Rattanapakdee
College of Interdisciplinary Studies, Thammasat University Lampang
Campus

Abstract

The purposes of this article are to explore the geographical
nature, local history and socio-cultural aspects reflected in
toponyms of village names in Lampang province with
emphasis on historical background and values of those
toponyms. The 985 village names have been reviewed. It was
found that the names reflected the holistic feature of
Lampang province, including the geography, local history and
socio-cultural aspects. 3 aspects reflected in the village
names include: 1) varieties of the nature type such as
geography, climates and abundance of flora and fauna; 2)
local histories of the province, such as phenomena,
important people, social groups and ethnic groups, important
places, locations and sizes of community and antiques; and
3) socio-cultural aspects on local legends and folktales, ways

of life, folk beliefs and values, and local governance.
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