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Abstract

This research article aims to study the factors that stimulate migration from origin to
urbanized settings among Hmong youths in Phitsanulok province. Additionally, it investigates their
negotiating practices in sustaining their ethnic identities amidst modern society. This research is
motivated by the limited studies concerning Hmong migration and ethnic identity dynamics. The
research employs a qualitative method, selecting one Hmong village in Chat Trakan District as a
case study and identifying key informants whose characteristics align with the research objectives.
The research results are analyzed and discussed within the conceptual framework of migration
and negotiation of ethnic identity, focusing on gender and youthfulness. The results indicate that
education, job opportunities, freedom of life, and modernity in urban areas are the main factors
stimulating Hmong youngsters to migrate from their places of origin to urban destinations.
Education emerges as the foremost factor, followed by freedom of life. Moreover, Hmong youth
have developed negotiating practices regarding their ethnic identities through gender and
youthfulness, aiming to liberate themselves from traditional value frameworks. Some individuals
later decided to return home but continued to negotiate with old beliefs and customary
practices, contributing to the fostering of Hmong society through kinship systems, the value of

men as breadwinners, and the behaviors expected of a decent Hmong woman.
Keywords: Hmong ethnicity, Migration, Identity negotiation, Gender, Phitsanulok
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