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Being ‘Widow’: Cultural and Structural Violence in the 3
Southern Border Provinces'

Manawat Promrat et al. ?

Abstract

The problems of violence and unrest in the three south-
ern border provinces of Thailand since 2004 affected the women
who lost their husband and had to rely on themselves and were
regarded as ‘widow’. This article attempted to study the status of
‘widow’ in Melayu society and to examine the cultural violence
caused by Melayu culture and society and the structural violence
affected from the mechanism of Islamic organizations under the
male religious scholars. The data collecting method of this study
was combined between a semi-structured interview and in-depth
group discussion among 4 target groups; the widows who lost their
husband from the unrest situation, the women who worked in the
organization dealt with the women in the southern provinces area,
the personnel in multidisciplinary professional network, and the
religious scholars. The study found that the worldview of the Me-
layu society in the three southern border provinces devalued the
status of the woman by regarding her as a wife of the man. Thus,
the widow who was not a wife of anyone was forced to marry with
the other man to regain her status. Remarriage of these widows
led many problems because most of them became the second

wife of the man who were treated unfairly and sometime were

' This article developed from ‘The assessment of the final period of Development of Sustain-
able Community Extension Services for Women and Children Most-affected by the Unrest
and Violence in the Deep South Project’ funded by the European Union

? Manawat Promrat, Amporn Marddent, and Taweeluck Polrachom
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threaten by her husband. The mechanism of Islamic organization
under system of the provincial Islamic committee always excluded
the role of woman because there was no seat for the women in
the committee and the leading role was preserved only for male
religious scholars. So, the problem of being widow or the conflicts
between remarried women and their husband was lessened its
importance in the conflict resolution process through the worldview
of the men. This situation is one of the causes of the structural

violence for the widow in three southern border provinces.
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