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Abstract

This research article aimed to study the inability to overcome the otherness in the
translation of Chinese idioms in Thai translation of the Chinese dramas “The Romance of Tiger
and Rose”. The study found some of the translation unable to overcome three aspects of
otherness in the use of language: 1) semantic and aesthetic quality aspect, the translator was
unable to equivalently transfer the original aesthetic quality of the idioms, resulting in the Thai
people got a lack of aesthetic quality of Thai subtitle. 2) meaning not equivalent to original
aspect, the translator was unable to use equivalent figurative language that expresses image and
feeling to the Thai version, resulting in the Thai people are unable to have the same feeling
according to the playwright’s intention. 3) meaning and conceptual fail aspect, resulting in the
readers unable to imagine and misunderstand the meaning. The researcher found that the reason
why the translator unable to come across the otherness in the translation of Chinese idioms in
Thai translation were because the translator might intend to preserve the original Chinese idioms
form, want to have the conciseness of the translation, and also restrictions of subtitles such as
number of characters per line, word containing that should appears on each frame as well, in

order to be able to accommodate a satisfactory portion of the translation.

Keywords: Uncrossable Otherness, Chinese-Thai Translation, Subtitles Translation, The Romance

of Tiger and Rose, Chinese idioms
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