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Representation of Thai Culture and Customs
in the Thai Language Textbooks of China
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Abstract

Since the Thai language textbooks of China are compiled by Chinese who are neither
native Thai speakers nor members of Thai culture society. Therefore, there may be a
misunderstanding between the content presented and the understanding of the culture holders,
even causing the Chinese student to apply the wrong knowledge to the actual communication.
Thus, this paper aims to study the relationship between linguistic strategies and representation
of Thai culture and customs in Thai language textbooks and the discourse practices and
sociocultural practices in the Thai language textbooks of China. In this regard, eight textbooks
were selected for analysis of the discourse according to the three dimensions of the discourse
proposed by Fairclough's three-dimensional model of discourse.

The results showed that the representation of Thai culture and customs in the Thai
language textbooks of China involves a variety of linguistic strategies in the selection of
vocabulary and the composition of sentences. There are a total of seven language strategies,
including the collocation of vocabulary, the use of imperative sentences, referring tactics, the
use of modal verbs, the power of character, and metacommunication. In addition, factors
affecting the creation of the textbook discourse are the situation of promoting Chinese teaching
and learning, the tourism trend situation, and the concept of patriotism in Chinese society. It
further shows that the representation of Thai culture and customs that appear in Thai language
textbooks is just one of the constructs created to meet the needs of society and the authors

themselves.

Keywords: representation, Thai culture and customs, Thai language textbooks, China
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Process of production

Text

Process of interpretation

Discourse practice

Sociocultural practice

(Situation, institutional,; societal)
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