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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the roles of Payon puppet created to prevent Covid-19 by
Pong Sanuknuea in Wiang Nuea, Muang district, Lampang province with Three Dimensions of
Folklore. This is a qualitative study using fieldwork, selected informants, and in-depth interviews
as the research tool. The data from interviews and participated observation were studied through
descriptive analysis.

The result found that for the first dimension (individual) the Payon puppet plays a role in
reducing frustration for people in a their lives and in relieving tension from conflicting pandemic
information. In the second dimension (socio-cultural) Payon puppet has a role to play in the
expression of local culture. In a third dimension (metaphysics) the Payon puppet as a soldier of
Chao Pho Pratupha has a role to play in linking the sacred spirit and Chao Pho Pratupha and the

protection of the community from Covid-19 in Lampang province.

Keywords: COVID-19, Belief, Ritual, Payon puppet, Three Dimensions of Folklore
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