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Superstition Motifs and Their Roles Affecting Creation of Main Characters in
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Abstract

Karin’s Uncanny Files was a dark fantasy literature which was popular among Thai young
readers. It was reproduced in form of novel and cartoon. This research aimed at 1) studying the
superstition motifs in a series of Karin’s Uncanny Files 2) analyzing the roles of superstition motifs
on a creation of main characters with the motif concept of folk-literature. The result found that
the superstition motifs were 3 types; 25 characters, 10 objects-tools, and 25 events. The total
motifs were 53. These motifs had 3 roles in the series; to attack antagonist, to protect himself,
and to treatment. The role of superstition motifs on main characters had 3 dimensions were
behavioral reasons and personality, tools for attacking or protecting, and the push of main
characters to encounter mysterious event. This result reflected that the beliefs of superstition
existed in Thai people and appeared in Thai contemporary society appropriately for example the

motif of ghost appeared in online Ouija board.

Keywords: Motif, Role, Superstition. ‘Karin’s Uncanny Files’
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