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The Changing of “Love” in the Transition of Thai
Rural People in the late 1977s-1987s.

Pattarat Phantprasit

Abstract

The transformation of Thai rural life in the post-war period,
which has been dramatically influenced by economic
development, has attracted the concentrated attention of
both Thai and foreigner scholars. Most researchers focus on
the effects of economic development on the Thai rural
population and try to answer the question of why and how
this lead to increased participation by the Thai rural
population in the political sphere, demanding improved
living and economic conditions. However, these
investigations have neglected the investigation of how
economic development affected the mental life of rural
people. An understanding of this will provide important
insights into this group of people at a time of transformation
in Thai society.

*This article comprises a part of the thesis Transition of Life and Mentality of the Lower
Middle Class Women from the late 1980s to the Present, submitted by Pattarat
Phantprasit in completion of a Master of Arts degree in History, Chiangmai University, 2013.



This paper therefore analyses changes in how love and the search for
relationships were re-conceptualized by Thai rural people in the decade from
the late 1970s, a period of migration and of changes in the social and
economic environment in which the rural population moved. These changes
were made evident in print media, in particular “Koo Saang Koo Som”
magazine. The three questions addressed by this paper are therefore: (i) How
did economic changes between 2520 and 2530 BE (1977-1987 CE) reshape the
ways of life of rural people? (i) What was the relationship between the
increasing role of magazines as sources of knowledge for rural people and
these changes in rural life? (i) How were these changes related to changes in
conceptualizations of love and in relationships between heterosexual partners.
It is hoped that answers to these questions will lead to a better understanding
both of these profound economic and social transitions and of fractures in and
stratification of rural populations (through, for example, increasing access to

higher education).
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