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The Dynamics of Local Government : a Closer Look at
the Expansion of Political Sphere in Thailand

Chaipong Samnieng
Researcher of Public Policy Studies Institute,

Chiangmai University

Abstract

The public's entry into the political space of local
administrative organizations through electoral success
has given them massive bargaining power. The public
has gained this through network building among interest
groups including families and relatives, eroups with
access to natural resources, and capitalists and as a
result, local administrative organizations have become
an open space which people use to create new forms
of relationships with the state. In addition, recurring
local elections continue to build relationships between
local politicians and the electorate at many different
levels. Elections have thus become a political tool used
in bargaining with local politicians. Elections also provide
opportunities for newcomers to enter into the political
space. This indicates that local politics is not
monopolized by any one group and is instead open to
all those operating within this context of network
building. Local politics is thus a bargaining arena, and
importantly is a space for people and self-government



In addition, local administrative organizations are highly
flexible and are not as fixed or rigid as formal
organizations or bureaucratic systems. In other words,
this is a semi-formal organization equipped with
innovations, and elected executives and members who
are attached to the area. Such flexibility allows for a
more responsive approach to the local people and

hence, these are organizations operating for the people.

Keywords local administrative organization, negotiation arena,

self-government, network relationships
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