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A Study of Kinship Terms in Tai Yai Language at Wat Papao Community
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the kinship terms and their culture. Data was
collected from Tai Yai speakers aged 40 years and over at Wat Pa Pao community, Chiang Mai.
The results show that kinship terms can be divided into 2 types: basic kinship terms and
adaptive kinship terms, which similarity to Kinship terms in standard Thai. The 20 basic kinship
terms differ in 5 dimensions: Generation, Linearity, Age, Sex and Parental Link. The 32 adaptive
kinship terms differ in 6 dimensions: Generation, Sex, Linearity, Age, Parental Link and speaker’s
sex. In addition, there were 3 words in adaptive kinship terms based on the culture in 3
dimensions: Generation, Sex and Tradition. As regard culture of kinship terms, the speakers are
focusing on seniority and differentiation between age, parental link side and ordination

traditions and Buddhist beliefs.
Keywords : Kinship Terms, Tai Yai language, Ethnosemantics
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