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An Analysis of Chinese Translation Errors and Causes of Translation Errors

on Public Signs in Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract
This research aimed to analyze errors and causes of errors in Chinese translation on public
signs in Chiang Rai Province. The samples of the study were 172 Chinese message signs used to
warn, communicate, or give information to tourists at public places in Muang Chiang Rai District,
Chiang Rai Province, showing Chinese communication errors. The samples were selected using
accidental random sampling method. The error analysis form was applied to this study. The data

were analyzed by frequency, percentage, and descriptive analysis with illustrative examples.

Based on an analysis of Chinese translation errors on public signs in Chiang Rai Province,
it was found that errors from misinterpretation were the most common errors on 71 signs,
accounting for 41.27 percent, followed by errors of word using due to choice, offensive words;
structural and grammatical errors; and translation errors, missing words; these were 21.51, 19.18,
and 9.88 percent, respectively. The least common errors were errors from translation beyond the
original text, accounting for 8.13 percent. The most common cause of errors in translating Chinese
on public signs in Chiang Rai Province is the lack of understanding of word principles, accounting
for 43.60 percent, followed by direct translation, translation by definition which comes from
English, translation using Google Translation, and translation without understanding the culture
of the original language; these accounted for 33.72, 7.55, 6.39 and 5.81 percent, respectively. The

least common cause of errors was audio translation, accounting for 2.90 percent.

Keywords: Analysis of Errors, Causes of Errors, Chinese Translation, Public Signs
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