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The Philosophy of Treatment with Su kwan Ritual: A Synthesis from Folk
Medicine Research Works in Northern Thailand during 1987 - 2017
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Abstract

This article aimed to study the philosophy of the treatment based on the ritual called
“Su kwan”. The data was collected and syncretized in the forms of nine case study of “Su
kwan” ritual treatment in Northern Thailand during the previous thirty years (1987 - 2017). The
results found that the ritual of “Su kwan” showed two dimensions of the therapeutic
philosophy, which are the philosophy about causes of disease and the philosophy of ritual as
the connectivity. These mutual ideas were connected as the causes of sickness which was

important to determine the form of treatment.

Keywords: Su kwan ritual, the philosophy of treatment, Folk medicine, Northern, Folklore
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