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ABSTRACT

This article aimed to investigate the Northeastern Thai tonal system in PhuWiang District,
KhonKaen Province. The data was collected by interviewing 11 language informants from 11 sub-
districts in PhuWiang District, aged 55 - 60 years old, and Gedney's wordlist was used as the tool.
The data was analyzed in the form of phonetic strategies by using Praat program version 6.0.33.
The results shown that the tonal system of Northeastern Thai dialect in PhuWiang District,
KhonKaen Province was divided into two sound units that were five tones and six tones. The
words with five tones were found in five sub-districts including Wa Thong Sub-district, Na Chum
Saeng Sub-district, Ban Ruea Sub-district, Nong Kung Thanasarn Sub-district, and Song Pueai Sub-
district. The patterns of merging and splitting tones of syllables were column A which could be
devided into two subgroups, namely A1-234 and A123-4. The words with six tones were found in
six sub-districts including KudKhonKaen Sub-district, Din Dam Sub-district, ThungChomPhu Sub-
district, PhuWiang Sub-district, Na Wa Sub-district, and Nong Kung Soen Sub-district with a pattern
of tonal merging and splitting in column A which was only A1-23-4. When considering the
characteristics of tonal phonetic, it was found that there were varied tonal variation patterns

depending on their habitats and variations that can be divided into many sub-regional dialects.

KEYWORDS : Tonal System, Tonal Variation, Thai Dialect, Sub-regional Dialect, Northeastern Thai
Dialect in PhuWiang District
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